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Mark Raymond Mason: Artist's Statement

Sometimes, when I see through my magic tunnel of brass and glass, I can feel myself
becoming inverted and distorted, like the photographs that pass through my camera. My
image resembles myself, but magnified, saturated, and provocatively rendered. Being in
this state, this kind of enhanced awareness, is a starting point for my work.

Since the beginning, I've always photographed temporary things, threatened things, and
hopelessly out-of-the-way things. I create when I feel a connection. A subject's shapes,
colours, and textures are only vessels, like words in a poem, to help explain what I feel.
To this end, I work with my subjects spontaneously, as I find them, and do all of my
creative manipulation with traditional optics, in the field.

My creative process has never been easy; navigating the rapids of a fresh idea can be
rewarding but thoroughly exhausting. I work abstractly and non-linearly — however, my
designs do have trends over time, usually with the goal of delaying recognition so a
photograph may better dialogue with its viewer, free of labels. Recent techniques have
included seeing without gravity, designing in soft focus, and using shapes to continue the
photograph beyond the physical frame.

My current projects are polar opposites, evolving abstract design in both natural and
urban environments. In coming years, | hope to rectify the two ways of seeing, aligning
my work more closely to my opinions of our changing world.



